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A novel quenching medium for steel is provided. The quenching medium is a 0.5-10 wt % aqueous 
solution of polyacrylic acid, polymethacrylic acid, a copolymer of acrylic acid and methacrylic acid, or a 
salt thereof. Intrinsic viscosity [ eta ] of the polymer is from 0.010 to 0.050 l/g. The quenching medium is 
superior in various quenching characteristics to conventional quenching media. 
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